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Thank you for contacting me about the sexual harassment of women and girls in public. 

 

I completely agree that sexual harassment of women and girls, in whatever situation, is totally unacceptable. 

No one should be forced to change the way they live to avoid harassment and abuse.  

 

Action is already being taken. You may be aware of the wide-ranging Law Commission review into hate 

crime. Work on this is well underway and the review will identify any gaps within the current legislation 

and determine if there should be additional protected characteristics such as misogyny and age. The Law 

Commission’s consultation closed on the 24th December 2020 and I hope those with an interest, including 

perhaps yourself, had the opportunity to share their views. The Government will of course consider the 

review’s recommendations when they are complete. 

 

Also the new Voyeurism (Offences) Act criminalises the reprehensible behaviour of upskirting. There can 

now be no doubt that this activity is criminal and will not be tolerated. For the most serious offences, this 

law will ensure that the offender is also placed on the sex offenders register. 

 

The Home Secretary has appointed Nimco Ali as an Independent Adviser on Tackling Violence Against 

Women and Girls. Nimco will advise the Home Secretary and other ministers on the government’s new 

Tackling Violence Against Women and Girls Strategy. It is welcome that Ministers will be bringing 

forward the new strategy this year.  

 

The Government reopened a call for evidence to further collect views from those with lived experience of, 

or views on, crimes considered as violence against women and girls. The consultation previously ran for 

10 weeks from December to February. It will now remain open until the 26th March 2021 and I would 

encourage you to take part. 

 

On a related point relationships education is now compulsory for all primary pupils and relationships and 

sex education compulsory for all secondary school pupils. This ensures that concepts such as healthy 

relationships, consent and boundaries are taught to children. 

 

There is more to do and I will be paying close attention to the important work which is underway. 

 

Thank you again for taking the time to contact me. 

 

Yours faithfully,  
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