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Thank you for contacting me about deforestation. 

In every conceivable way we depend on the natural world around us. Rainforests cool the planet, provide 
clean air and water, and are a haven for some of the most endangered species on Earth – and so protecting 
them must be a core priority. The UK is committed to go further than ever before to clamp down on illegal 
deforestation and protect rainforests.  

A new report has now been published which sets out the Government’s approach to tackling deforestation 
linked to UK demand for products such as cocoa, rubber, soya, and palm oil.  Combined, the new package of 
measures set out in the report will ensure that greater resilience, traceability and sustainability are built into 
the UK’s supply chains by working in partnership with other countries and supporting farmers to transition to 
more sustainable food and land use systems. The measures include the introduction of a new law in the 
Environment Bill which will require greater due diligence from businesses and make it illegal for UK 
businesses to use key commodities if they have not been produced in line with local laws protecting forests 
and other natural ecosystems. 

International Climate Finance (ICF) is the UK’s mechanism for delivering international climate action. It 
helps poor countries adapt to climate change, supports the creation of jobs and livelihoods to reduce poverty, 
reduces greenhouse gas emissions and promotes sustainable economic growth. £210m of ICF will be spent 
between 2016 and 2021. At the UN General Assembly in 2020, the Prime Minister announced the doubling 
of ICF over the next five years. 

The UK fully endorses the New York Declaration on Forests, which aims to end natural forest loss by 2030, 
and is also a member of the Tropical Forest Alliance 2020. At the Paris UN Climate negotiations in 2015, the 
UK signed up to a collective pledge with Germany and Norway that will make up to $5bn available to 
support international efforts to tackle deforestation. 

Thank you again for taking the time to contact me.  
 
Yours faithfully,  
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