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Thank you for contacting me about maintaining British food production standards ahead of any future 

trade deals. 

 

British consumers expect high standards of produce and if our trading partners want to break into the 

UK market, they should expect to meet those standards. The manifesto I stood on was clear that in 

all trade negotiations, our high environmental protection, animal welfare and food standards will not 

be compromised. The Government will stand firm in trade negotiations to ensure any deals live up to 

the values of our farmers and consumers. 

 

All food coming into this country will be required to meet existing import requirements. I know that 

the EU Withdrawal Act will transfer all existing EU food safety provisions, including existing import 

requirements, onto the UK statute book. These import standards include a ban on using artificial 

growth hormones in domestic and imported products and set out that no products, other than potable 

water, are approved to decontaminate poultry carcasses. Any changes to existing food safety 

legislation would require new legislation to be brought before Parliament. 

 

A Trade and Agriculture Commission has now been launched. The commission will ensure that the 

voices of the public and industry are heard, and that their interests are advanced and protected. It will 

advise the Government on how Britain can remain a world-leader in animal welfare and 

environmental standards, and how we can seize new export opportunities for our farmers. 

 

All the above is well known, but still there are a few folk out there who are trying to manufacture 

discontent and fear on this matter. Thus, I hope this, once again, has offered you some reassurance.  
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