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Thank you for contacting me about invoking Article 50.

The decision on who can invoke Article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty will be a matter for the
Supreme Court. I would not want to pre-empt the decision of the Supreme Court, but I
have always been clear that Parliament must respect the wishes of the British people.

You will be glad to know that there has already been a vote in Parliament on the
timetable for invoking Article 50 and the decision of the House of Commons on this
was overwhelming. Over 440 MPs voted in favour of invoking Article 50 by 31 March
2017, and only 75 MPs voted against it.

Whatever the decision of the Supreme Court, the country voted to leave the EU and the
UK will be leaving. The Government has also been clear that there must be no attempts
to remain inside the EU and no attempts to re-join it through the back door.

Once again, many thanks for taking the time to contact me.
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